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SECRET NAIROBI 10682 

LIMDIS 

LONDON FOR MOOSE 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SO, US 

SUBJECT: GROWING KENYAN CONCERN RE SOMALIA THREAT 
REFS: (A) NAIROBI 10138 (B) STATE 195954 

SUMMARY: SENIOR KENYAN FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE OFFICIALS HAVE 
BEEN BRIEFED PER REFTEL THAT USG HAS, DUE TO FIGHTING IN OGADEN, 
CHOSEN TO HOLD IN ABEYANCE DECISION IN PRINCIPLE TO SELL DEFENSIVE 
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ARMS TO SOMALIS. KENYAN OFFICIALS WELCOMED THIS DECISION, BUT 
INDICATED THAT SOMALI MILITARY SUCCESSES AGAINST ETHIOPIA HAD 
FURTHER HEIGHTENED THEIR FEARS OF EARLY SOMALI ATTACK 
ON KENYA. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DECM SEPARATELY BRIEFED FOREIGN MINISTRY PERMSEC NG'ANG'A 
AND DEFENSE MINISTRY PERMSEC KIEREINI ON CONTENTS REFTEL (B). 
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BOTH OFFICIALS CHARACTERIZED OUR DECISION TO HOLD IN ABEYANCE 
ANY ARMS DELIVERIES TO SOMALIA AS "TIMELY AND HELPFUL" TO KENYA. 
NG'ANG'A SAID THAT SOMALI MILITARY SUCCESSES IN ETHIOPIA'S OGADEN 
HAD ALTERED EARLIER KENYAN VIEW THAT WESTERN ARMS OFFERS TO SOMALIA 
WOULD ENHANCE KENYAN SECURITY BY DECREASING SOVIET INFLUENCE. 

HE NOTED THAT SOVIETS HAVE CONTINUED TO SUPPLY ARMS TO SOMALIA 
DESPITE SOMALIA'S SUCCESSFUL APPROACHES TO OTHER COUNTRIES FOR 
ARMS AID. NG'ANG'A ALSO STATED THAT KENYAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
REQUESTED BRITAIN NOT TO PROVIDE ANY ARMS TO SOMALIA UNTIL 
COMPARABLE ARMS HAD BEEN PROVIDED TO KENYA. HE REMARKED THAT 
SOMALIA’DUPLICITY" SHOULD BE "LESSON TO US ALL". 

2. DEFENSE MINISTRY PERMSEC KIEREINI SAID RECENT INTERCEPTS OF 
SOMALI MILITARY RADIO MESSAGES INDICATED THAT SOMALIS, APPARENTLY 
ENCOURAGED BY THEIR SPECTACULAR MILITARY SUCCESSES IN ETHIOPIA. 

MAY BE ADVANCING TIME TABLE FOR ATTACK ON NORTHEASTERN KENYA. 

ONE SUCH INTERECEPT INDICATED THAT 500 KENYAN SOMALI "SHIFTAS" 
(IRREGULARS) ARE BEING SUMMONED BACK TO SOMALIA FOR TRAINING. 
ANOTHER INTERCEPT REPORTED (ACCURATELY) THAT KENYA HAS REINFORCED 
ITS TROOPS AT KEY NORTHEASTERN TOWN OF WAZIR UP TO BATTALION 
STRENGTH. WHILE KIEREINI FEELS THAT SOMALIA WOULD BE INCAPABLE 

OF LAUNCHING FULL SCALE MILITARY ATTACK ON KENYA UNTIL SOME TIME 
NEXT YEAR. KENYANS ARE ANTICIPATING EARLY INCREASE IN 
INSURGENT ACTIVITY BY SOMALI "SHITAS." 

3. ASIDE FROM MEASURES INTENDED TO IMPROVE KENYAN MILITARY 
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READINESS TO RESIST SOMALI MILITARY PRESSURE, KIEREINI SAID 
THAT SPECIAL DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS ARE NOW BEING MADE TO IMPROVE 
RELATIONS WITH UGANDA. WHILE RECOGNIZING THAT AMIN CAANOT BE 
TRUSTED, HE SAID THAT KENYA MUST DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO 
AVOID BEING CAUGHT IN TWO FRONT WAR. 
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